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SEP 20 2007 



REMARKS 

la an Office Action dated 20 March 2007, the pending claims 1-45 are subjected to 
a restriction requii'ement. Specifically, the Examiner alleges that the application includes 
tlie following groups: (1) claims 1-29; (2) claims 30-37; (3) claims 38-42; (4) claim 43; and 
(5) claimii 44-46. The Examiner further alleges that the application the following species: 
(A) figure 2; (B) figure 3; (C) figure 4; (D) figure 15; and (E) figure 16. The Examiner 
separately asserts that the groups and the species, respectively, are not so linked as to form 
a single general inventive concept under PC T Rule 1 3 J . 

In reply Applicant provisionally elects group (1) directed to claims 1-29, with 
traverse. Non-elected claims 30-46 arc herein withdrawn. Applicant herein reserves the 
right to reinstate or to p\irsue these claims in a related divisional application, as desired, 
without prejudice. 

Further. Applicant provisionally elects species (B) directed to Figuie 2. with 
traverse. Claims 1-46 are readable on Figure 2. 

Firstly, it is noted that claims 1-46 possessed unity during the international phase of 
the original PCX application. That is, these claims were found to be linked so as to form a 
single general inventive concept and weie considered and examined as a whole. A copy of 
the related International Prelimiriary Examination Report is provided for the Examiner 
review and considcsration. 

Turniiig to the instant U.S. application, it is knovm that an Applicant may include in 
a single application only those inventions which are so Imked as to form a single general 
inventive concept PCTRule 13; 37 C.F.R, §L475; MPEP 1893.03(d), A group of 
inventions is considered linked to ibmni a single general inventive concept where there is a 
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teclmical relationship among the inventions that involves at least one common or 
corresponding special technical feature. Id Tlie expression special technical features is 
defined as meaning those teclmical features that define the contribution which each 
claimed invention, considered as a whole, makes over the prior art. Id, 

Claim groups (I), (2), (3), (4), and (5) include, respectively, independent claims 1, 
30, 38, 43, and 44. These independent claims recite varioxLs apparatuses and methods, 
however, each claim inckides a container formed by intercomiecting modules. As 
described in the specification, this common or corrcsponchng special technical fcatiue 
deJlnes the contribution which each claimed invention, considered as a whole, makes over 
tlie prior art. Namely, this special technical feature, as defined in the claims and 
throughout the specification, overcomes the deficiencies and drawbacks of the prior ait. 

Species (A), (B), (C), (DX and (E) illustrate various examples of the claimed 
invention. Thus, for at least tlie reasons discussed regardhig claims 1 , 30, 38, 43, and 44, 
these species are indeed linked so as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT 
Rule 13 J. 

Thus, for at least these reasons, Applicant submits that the outstanding restriction 
requirement is improper and may not be maintained; reconsideration and withdrawal 
thereof is respectfully requested. Reinstatement of the withdrawn claims 30-46 and 
examination of all claims 1 ^46 is requested. 

Applicant hereby petitions under 37 C.F.R. §1.136 for any extension of time 
required for entry and consideration of this . submission. 

1 he Office is invited to contact Applicant's attorneys at tlic below-listed telephone 
number concerning this Submission or otherwise regaiding the present application. 
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If there are any charges with respect to this Submission, or otherwise, please charge 
them to Deposit Account No. 06-1 130 maintained by Applicant's attorneys. 



Respectfully submitted^ 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



Daniel Drexler, Reg, No, 47,535 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
55 OrifiFm Road South 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 
Telephone (860) 286-2929 
FacsimDe (860) 286-0115 
Customer No. 23413 




Date: 20 September 2007 



10/507,543 
GRP-0079 



PA6E10/1S'RCVDAT9/20l2007 1:38:59PM[EastemDaylightT^^^^ * DURATION (inin-ss):03-S6 



Sep-20-2007 01:41 PM CANTOR COLBURN LLP 7032364501 



11/15 



PATENT COOPERATJON . iEATY 



Fromth© 

ir\rrERNAT10NAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHe'RITY 



©® [^'W RECEIVED 
■ CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



To: 

PATENTGRUPPEN APS 
Arosgarden 
boulevarden 31 
DK-8000 rhusC 
DANEMARK 



PGT 



SEP 2 0 2007 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT. 

(PCT Rule 71.1) 





Datd of mailing 

(dayAnomu^ear) 02.01 .2004 


Applicant's or agonts fi)o rsfargnca 
P 03 090 WO 


IMPORTANT NOTimCATION 


Intemaflonai appircallon Ko. 
PCTyiB Qa01616 


international itling date (dayAnontti/yoar; 
11.03^003 


Piiorlty date (dayAnonthf^oar) 
13.03.2002 


Applicant 

VESl AS WIND SYSTEMS A/S et al. 



1 . The applicant is hei^by notified that this International Prellmmary Exaimining Authority transmtts horewrth tho 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any. established on the international 
application. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if anyi is being transmitted to the International Bureau for 
communication to all the elected Offices. 

3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of 
the report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 

4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later In some Offices) 
(Article 39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau >A^ith Fonrt PCT/IB/Q01). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation 
must contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the 
appiicaRfs responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each* elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicants Guide. 

The applicant's attention Is drawn to Article 33(5), which provides that the criteria of novelty. Inventive step 
• and industrial applicability described in Article 33(2) to (4) merely serve the purposes of international 
preliminary examination and that "any Contracting State may apply additional or different criteria for the 
purposes of deciding whether, fn that State, the claimed Inventions is patentable or nof (see also Article 
27(5)). Such additional criteria may relate, for example, to 6XBm{i|iGf^ ffom patetTtaBili^r requirements for 
enabling disclosure, clarity and support for the claims, f' i;^^ 

i FRIST: r^^'-i^H : 



Namo and maifing address of the International 
preliminary examining authority: 



European Patent OfficQ 
D-a0298 Munich 



PAGE 11/15 ' RCVD AT 9120/2007 1:38:59 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/3 * DNIS:2738300' CSID:703 236 4501 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-56; 



Authorized Officer 

Sledsma» Y 




Sep-20-2607 01:42 PM CANTOR COLBURN LLP 7032364501 



12/15 



PATENT COOPERATIC. i TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATBONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applloant'8 or agent's file referenoe 
P 03 090 WO 


nno Bi IDTMPR AmniJ See NoHflcertion of Transmittal of intomational 

r^^n run i nc;n mv^ i ivi^ preliminaiy Exaniinfttion Report (Form PCT/IPEA;fet1fi) 


Intomatlonai application No. 
PCT/IB 0a<D1616 


international filing date (dayAnonih^oai) 
11.03-^003 


Priortty date (dayAuonUi/^r) 
13.03.2002 


JntGmallonai Patent Classification (IPC) or boih national dassHication and IPC 
B65D8aOO 


Applicant 

VESTAS WIND SYSTEMS A/S et al. 



1. This fnternatlonal preliminary examination report has been prepared by thJs Intematfonal Preliminary Examining 
Authority and Is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 shoots, inciuding this cover ehoet 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. she©t$ of thg description, claims andA)r drawJr^s which hav€ 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/br sheets containing rectiiioations made before ttifs Authoril' 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

Tlie99 annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains Indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industriatappiicabiiity 
Lack of unity of invention 

i^teasoned statemerit under Rule 66.2(a)(Ei) with regard 1o novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the intemationar application 

Certain observations on the International applioallon 



1 




II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 


SI 


VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Dale of submission of the demand 



29.09.2003 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preHniinaiy i»xamininp authority: 

European Palent Office • 

0-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 fi9 2^09 - 0 Tx: 6236d6 epmu d 



Lendfers, P 
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Auttiorized Officer 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/IB 03/0 1616 

I, Basis of the report 

1 , Wrth regard to the elements of the international application (R&pl^cement sheets which have been fumishat 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "orlginaiiy fiie 
and are not annexed to this report since tliey do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70. 1 7)): 

Description, Pages 

1-17 as originally filed 

Claimd> Numbers 

1-46 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/17-17/17 as originally fiJed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in ti 
language In which the international application was died, unless othenvlse Indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to ihrs Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the puiposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 
' □ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 4d:3(b)), 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of Jntematlonai preliminary examination (under 

Rule 55-2 and/br 55.3). 

3, With regard to any nucleotide and/br amino acid sequence disclosed in the intematonai application, the 
intematimal preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing; 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Aulhorfty in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority In computer" readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the dfsciosur 
fn the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the infomiation recorded In computer readable form is identicai to the written sequent 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/IB 03/01 61 6 



5- □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be refeaed to under item 1 and annexed to 
report) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under ArticJe 35(2) with regard to novetty» Inventive step or industrial appiicabiri 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

industrial appiicabUity ()A) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-46 



1-46 



1-4a 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PREUMINARY fnternationaJ application No. PCT/IB03/01 61 6 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



The invention reiates to an extendable container system for transporting a wind turbine 
blade comprising: 

- at least one module configured to be connected to other modules, the module 
comprising a box shaped frame and corrugated side walls attached to the frame, and 

- a connecting member positioned at each end of the module for connection between 
the module and the other module to extend the length of the container system. 

The closest prior art document appears to be DE-A-197 15 910. This document 
discloses a connocting system for connecting only two containers. No hint is given in 
this document about positioning a connecting member at each side of the module. 

Document US-A-4 108 326 discloses frames which are removably coupled to the ends 
of a standard 20ft. intemiodal container to extend it to an effective length of 40ft. The 
document is silent about a container module connection. 

The combination of the features of each of the independent claims 1 , 30, 38, 43 and 44 
Is neither known from, nor rendered obvious by, the available prior art. Therefore, the 
subject-matter of independent claims 1 , 30, 38, 43 and 44 is new and Inventive (Articles 
33(2) and 33(3) PCT). As a consequence, the subject-matter of dependent claims 2 to 
29, 31 to 37, 39 to 42, 45 and 46 also fulfils the requirements of novelty and Inventive 
step. Furthermore, claims 1 to 46 are considered as susceptible of IndustriaJ 
application. 
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